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2025 marked a milestone year for
Coastal Heritage Society as we
celebrated 50 years of preserving
Savannah's history and inspiring
lifelong learning across six museums
and historic sites. This anniversary
provided an opportunity to reflect
on our impact while investing in an
even stronger future. Throughout
the year, we expanded community
partnerships, increased access to
educational programs, and
welcomed more residents and
visitors into meaningful experiences
with our shared history.

2025

AUDITED

Earned Revenue

$2,630,577 64.25%

Government / Other Revenue

$964,661 23.56%

Gifts & Contributions

$498,886 12.19%

INCOME

Total 2025 Income

$4,094,124 100%

Museum Operations

$3,174,397

T77.75%

Events & Projects

$187,321 4.59%

Development

$28,591 0.7%

EXPENSES

Total 2025 Expenses

$4,083,008 100%

FROM THE CEO

One of our proudest achievements
was the opening of the first indoor
phase of Savannah Children's
Museum: The STEAM Center.
Located within the beautifully
restored, nearly 100-year-old
Central of Georgia Railway
Storehouse, this innovative space
combines preservation, education,
and hands-on discovery,
demonstrating how historic places
can inspire future generations.

We also made strategic investments
in our facilities, infrastructure, and
organizational capacity to
strengthen CHS for the future.
These expenses enhanced the care
of our historic resources, improved
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the visitor experience, and
positioned our organization for
long-term growth.

As you will see throughout this
report, 2025 was a year of
meaningful progress. None of these
accomplishments would have been
possible without the generosity of
our members, donors, volunteers,
and community partners. Thank
you for believing in our mission and
helping ensure Savannah's history
continues to educate and inspire
the community for years to come.

Thank you!
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A Milestone Year

Our 50th anniversary highlighted Coastal
Heritage Society’s remarkable growth, from
early beginnings stewarding Old Fort
Jackson to launching a bold new chapter for
Savannah Children’s Museum. For five
decades, this nonprofit has preserved the
places and stories that shape coastal
Georgia while creating  engaging

IMPACT educational experiences for residents and
Advance educational efforts and inspire Y'S'tor,s a_l'ke‘, In ,2025’ CHS Cont'm'!ed
greater community engagement with investing in historic properties, preparing
Savannah’s history and culture. new exhibitions, and growing our

membership base.

STEAM Center Grand Opening

Coastal Heritage Society ushered in a new era

at Savannah Children’s Museum with the

grand opening of the STEAM Center in

November. Featuring an 1,800-square-foot

Mirror Maze and other interactive exhibits, the

space  offers year-round educational

enrichment focused on science, technology, IMPACT

engineering, art, and mathematics for Expaqd access to hands-on STEAM learning
families across the region. In just the first two ~ &P€"ene for thousands of youth.
months following its opening, visitation to the museum increased by nearly 60%. This
success was made possible through the generous support of Colonial Group, Inc., the
Lesher Family Foundation, Malcolm & Julia Butler, and the City of Savannah.

As the nation prepared for the Semiquincentennial,
Coastal Heritage Society joined forces with
Revolutionary War heritage organizations to launch
our America 250 commemoration with a tribute to
the Marquis de Lafayette’s visit to Savannah during
his historic Farewell Tour. Revolutionary War
education expanded through curriculum-aligned
Courtesy Mark W. Gura programming, including 25 free field trips for

IMPACT regional schools. In partnership with the National
Commemorate the 250th anniversary of ~ Society Daughters of the American Revolution,
the United States of America while Savannah History Museum displayed an immersive

connecting locals and visitors with

Savannah's role in the nation’s founding. traveling exhibition by the American Battlefield

Trust called The American Revolution Experiance,
while research and preparations continued for the opening of Loyalists & Liberty:
Savannah in the American Revolution in July 2026.

America’s Favorite Treasure Hunt

In the spring, Georgia State Railroad Museum
took center stage as the filming location for the
30th season of the beloved PBS series “Antiques
Roadshow.” Hoping to discover treasure,
thousands of antique owners traveled to
Savannah with their family heirlooms, artwork,
jewelry, figurines, and other items to be
appraised by experts. Coastal Heritage Society Generate national exposure for
staff appeared on the program to share the Coastal Heritage Society while
significance of the historic site, treasured elevating mission awareness.

artifacts, and the region’s rich cultural heritage.

IMPACT

YEAR IN
REVIEW

CARTS WITH HeART {

Therapeutic art for pediatric patients
returned to Memorial Health Dwaine &
Cynthia Willett Children's Hospital of
Savannah through Savannah
Children’s Museum’s Carts with HeART
outreach program.

IMPACT p Engage pediatric patients and their
families to relieve stress, process
emotions, and promote well-being.

RAIL CAR RESTORATION {

After decades of deterioration, expert
restoration of #374, a combination
passenger-baggage car once part of
the Nancy Hanks Il between
Savannah and Atlanta, is nearing
completion, authentically preserving
its story.

IMPACT P Expanding immersive, hands-on
learning.

10 YEARS WITH
GULFSTREAM

Partnership with Gulfstream

sponsoring field trips for each 1st
grade class in Savannah-Chatham
County Public School System’s Title 1
schools reached the 10 year mark,
continuing as a cornerstone of the CHS
All In initiative.

IMPACT p Offer equitable access to critical
learning for thousands of local
students.

GEORGIA GOVERNOR’S
TOURISM CONFERENCE

Advocating for museums, CHS CEO
Nora Fleming Lee spoke as an expert
panelist before State Representatives
and over 500 tourism professionals at
the Georgia Governor’s Tourism
Conference in Savannah.

IMPACT b Champion the value of museums
as essential drivers of tourism,
education, and economic impact.

PETE THE CAT
EXHIBITION

Set sail at Savannah Children’s
Museum’s updated nautical-themed
exhibit, featuring world-renowned
children’s book character Pete the Cat
to spark imaginative play.

IMPACT p  Deliver hands-on, STEAM-based
learning about navigation, visual
perspective, sound, and literacy.




SNAPSHOTS
OF OUR SUCCESS

1 3 8, 5 7 0 Reimagining Revolutionary

0 - History in 2026
general admission visitors to y
six CHS museums As the leading authority on the

Revolutionary War in Savannah, Coastal

Heritage Society proudly spearheaded

Savannah’s largest U.S. 250 commemoration

with the opening of Loyalists & Liberty:

Savannah in the American Revolution. The

1 6 885 exhibition is transforming Savannah History

T Museum and shares more about the

special event attendees Revolution in Georgia, naval warfare, and

25 1 1 6 1 8,1 1 3 more inclusive narratives. We are excited to
r CHS All In welcome new visitors and locals, inviting

field trip attendance Participants them to explore the stories that shaped our

5,365 483 city and nation over the past 250 years.
after hours participants [ birthday partiers

group tours employees &
3'880 attendees 153 volunteers

SAVANNAH CHILDREN'S MUSEUM'’S STEAM CENTER:
VOTED BEST NEW OR REMODELED BUILDING

Connect Savannah's “Best of” Awards 2025

CHS LEADERSHIP
LOOKING FORWARD

As Coastal Heritage Society looks ahead, our work to promote

learning through play and preserving Savannah’s history is far from

slowing down. The next year offers an important opportunity for

our team to reflect on recent accomplishments, strengthen internal

operations, and thoughtfully prepare for our next 50 years of CONTRIBUTE TO OUR
organizational growth. Our commitment to breaking down barriers ANNUAL FUND TODAY!
to museum experiences continues through expanding CHS All In.

Coastal Heritage Society is positioned to build an even stronger

foundation for future success.

Coastal Heritage Society | www.chsgeorgia.org
303 MLK, Jr. Blvd. Savannah, GA 31401




